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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The following Lecture, of which the original MS wae obiaiaod 

by me from the Author in 186^ is presented to the public for tho aist 

i^me in a printed form I owe an apolog? to the venerable A iitnor 

for falling so far short of his expresnod ho]»e, that everrthing bO'- ild 

be done in the getting up of the essay, so as to show respect tc» the 

xnemory of Kammohun Roy. The defects of the present E<ii::on, 

for wliich I alone am responsible, could only have been remedied -tnth 

txiorr- leisure at my corarnand ; but I feel confident that the icctun . ^ • eu 

in its present shape, will amply repay perusaL 



EAlfCHI, 

Chutia Nagpur, 
\si September 1879, ., 



K. D. H. 
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LECTURE 

ox THE 

LIEE AND LABOTJES 

OF 
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Asia is usually and justly considered as the cradle 
of civilization.* Even if we limit our attention to what 
""^ is called the profane or secular history of ihat quarter 
of the world ; even if we exclude all relcrcnce to the 
records of our religion — to the personages whom they 
hriDj; to our view, patriarchs, prophets, and apostles — 
and ro the sacred and salutaiy power wJiich they have 
ON crtcd upon mankind by their examples in life and in. 
: death, hy their writings, by their labours, and by their 
sacrifices ; we ^liall not only perceive the vast influence 
which, by means of commerce, emigration, colonization, 
and conquest, it has exerted on the destinies of the 
liuman race, but we shall also discover, by a still more 
minute survey, numerous individual eyanipks of almost 
every description of moral and int^lb rtual excellence^ 
If military genius is deemed an excellence, Asia, in com- 

\paratively modern times only,* has her Mahmood of 

V * In tbc East is the source of day 1 From the Ea^t light has shone upon 
*^- world. -*^it<&or. 
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Ghazni, her Cliengliiz Khan, her Timurlang, and her 
Nadir Shah, wlio conquered countries and committed 
atrocities enough to eclipse the exploits of Alexander 
and Napoleon. If the love of liberty exalts a people p )| 
in their own esteem and in that of the world, nowhere t 
are impatience of restraint, and personal independence 
stronger and more indomitable than among the Arabs of 
the desert, the tribes of Central Asia, and the Rajputs 
of India. If it is honorable to an age, or a nation, to 
have produced reformers of philosophy and religion, 
what merely human influence can be compared either 
in extent or in potency with that which has been exer. 
ciscd by Confucius in China or by Mohammad over the (gj 
multitudinous nations and tribes that have embraced 
his religion ? If the possession of high intellectual 
Dowers, if devotedness to intellectual pursuiia, if the nT 
encouragement given to learning, if tlie lionour and '^' 
admiration bestowed on those who cultivate it, are 
characteristics of an advanced stage of civilization, then 
nowhere in Euro])e or America are these characteristics l 
found in a higher degree thaa in the Mohammadan |>i 
countries of Asia where the endowed establishments of | -• 
loariiing arc nurr»orous and wealthy, — iu Hindustan, where 
amongst Hindoos as well as Musalmans, there exists a 
large class of men, set apart from the rest of the com- 
munity, and professionally and permanently devoted to 
til » pvirsuit of lo'UMiing from the early dawn of youthful 
intv:llig<^aco to the decrepitude of old age, — and ii\ China, 
where literature is expressly patronized by the Govern- 
ment, and w^iere literary acquirement is by law and 
regulation, the passport to social considerations, and 
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to polliical office, honour, and emolumeni. Again, if 
the prevalence of the domestic and personal virtues 
throws a j^ace and a beauty over human life, and cons- 
titutertie source of much of human happiness, and the 
Kuhstance of much of human excellence, then, is that 
exceUence possessed in no mean deirre^ by the civilized 
nations of the East,araongst wliom, temperencc, lios]>ira- 
lity, and the mutual respect, aiFecdon, aid kindness of 
relatives are larirely practised and ^e everywhere 
ven^rntcd and upheld by the force of public sentiment. 

But, while the claims of Eastern nations to our 
respect are on many grounds unquestionable, there is a 
cias? of virtues, and a class of prood and great men 
belonging in an eminent degvp? \o Christian countries, 
of which scarcely any examples are found in the countries 
of Asia. Philanthropy^ — a self-sacriiicing' philanthropy — 
thai pure, generous, and lofty ontlii^-ia^m, which in- 
spires the souL and teaches and enables a man calmly to 
put aside the seductions of pleasure and the smiles of 
the world, and to live, to act, to iuink only oi* chiefly 
for tlie benefit of others with wlioni he has no personal, 
domestic, social, or even national ties —this is a virtue 
which seems almost exclusively of Clirisrian growth, and 
the very conception of which (.rpeai- f<.v('ign to mf?3;t 
Asiatic minds. Self-sacrifice is common both in idea and 
in act, but self-sacrifice for the good of others— to seek 
out the poor, the ignorant, the o[jprcsscl, the despised, 
the onslaved, and by active cAorti'-^n -rul .si^lf-dcnvino' 
lalJour, to relieve, to instruct, to elevate, to rescue these 
objects of compassion, and to train the mind by a noble 
dibcipline, to respect even the lowciit and most degrivflcdL:s 
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fomis of iiimaiiity — liiis is a virtue wMcli at least do^i 
not abound in Asia, nnd of whicli I must acknowledge 
that I have not met with many examples. She has no 
Howards to xhit the manacled prisoner putrifying in his 
loathsome dungeon ; no Ahh6 de TEpees to pour light 
into tho darkened and secluded mind oi the deaf mute ; 
no Trili)CTjO]i*es to expose the horrors and crimes of the 
slave-trade ; no Anthony Benezits to devote their labours 
and their means for the improvement of a degraded 
population. This is a class of virtues, to wiiich Asiatics 
have not as yet in any eminent degree attained. This 
is a class of irreat men of which Asia has not been re- 
markably productive. If the examples arc few, it i^ llie 
morr^ impuriant that we should prize and honour those 
^Tho trampliog under foot all personal considerations, 
and tearing asunder all social entanglements, have dared 
in tbt! mlds'i of ]^>ievalenL apathy and sellishness, and 
in opposition to low and mean interests, to vindicate 
in the face of tiie world the universal and inalienable 
rights of truth, justice, and humanity. I accordingly^ 
propose to request your^attentionj3n^^ prese nt occa* 
sion* to a brief sketdiof thej)h]nanthrgpic lab ours of 
E.ammohun Eoy, whoso name probably is not unknown' 
tu nn-i of Tvin, a:id wiio, I hope to show you, was one of 
those men who by devoting themselves to the welfare 
of others, contribute largely to increase the Sum of 
human happiness, to promote the cause of improvcuionfc 
ar«l Li\i]izatii>n, ar.l to give a ckai'aetcr <o their age uiid 
country. I must warn you that I do not profess to give 
you a complete view of his character ; that I purposely 



* 1 Lc Author was aiidrcssiug an Andience, irf the City of Boston in Ame rica*^ 



»« 



( 5 ) 

\ exclude whatever can be deemed in a Christian country 
1 of sectarian or limited interest ; that I embrace only 
those of }iis labours that contemj)lated the improvement 
I of the general condition of society, and that even of 
thi^se, I shall be able to give only a most imperfect 
.iiccount within the brief time to which I must confine 
^ this address. 

1. Tlie first object of benevolent exertion to whichi | j 
Raramohun Boy directed his attention, and of which ^ — 
he never lost sight during the whole course of his life 
was to convince his countrymen of th e evils pf idolatry 
and to stimulate them to throw off its voke. ThTs was 
not the effect of sectarian zeal, for he attached himself 
to no sect exclusively, and united cordially with all, 
whether Ilindoos or Musalmans, Jews or Christians, who 
uni^(^d cordially with him in promotbig this common 
object, but it was the effect of a deep inwrought con- 
viction early acquired, and matured by observation and 
refiection, that idolatry was not onl} inconsistimt with 
the truth of God and the laws of nature, but that it was, 
as aU violations of that truth and those law? must be, 
a fruitful source of dejrradation, vice, and misery^ 
persoual, social, and nutioiial, Ko one was more coiu- 
potent to form a sound judgment on such a subject, ' 
and no one could arrive at this conclusion less exposed 
lo Ihe imputation of interested motives. He was born 
i Lraliman, and brought up as an idolater. Ilis family 
ancieut»and honourable in its own right, was connected 
by marriage with other families equally ancient and 
honourablo, aud still more sacred in their character, 
the very props of Hindooism in Bengal He had thus 
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tlie ampltist opportunities of witnessiag, and the un- 
questioned right to exercise all the arbitrary powers, all 
the spiritual tyranny yrifh T\hich Hindooism invests the 
Erahmans, its twice-born iavourites ; while in the 
hundred? and thousands of crinjinj, crouching serfs 
br whom he was surrounded from his earliest youth, 
obedient to his nod, proud of the sb'ghtest notice from 
liim and incapable, or if capable, not permitted to exert 
a single independent thought of their own — in these, he 
saw the depth and extent of the degradation to which 
the religious system, of Trhieh by birth he formed a part, 
condemned the inferior castes composing the large 
iLajority of the community. Hi? father* was a man of 
strenuous orthodoxy : of an acute mind, he early per- 
ceived the budding infidelity of his younger son ; and 
of an ajTeefionato heart, he deeply lamented it. He 
tiled, as E.ammohun Roy himself informed me, with 
the most religious devotion, and trust, calling on the 
name of the God in whom he believcd.t His mother wap 
equally earnt^st in the religious faith in which she had 
been educated, and when the death of Rammohun Roy's 
elder brother; made liim the head of the family, she 
in- :itut^ 13 suits against her son both in the Tl'wig's and 
Company's Courts, with a view to disinherit him as an 
apostate and infidel which according to strict Hindoo 
Liw excludes from the present, and disqualifii^s for the 
ftit 11'% possc.>.^ion of any ;incostral property, and even 
according to many authorities, of any property that is. 

* Jlamkiiot Itoy. -Kdilor^ 

Y Ham ! Ham ? Kam ! Th> Ih usu U with :,11 devout Hiudus, wli ) -io 
\Tlt-.vMit the loss of coDscionmess. — Editor, 
J Ramtanu Roy.— i^i/iVor, 
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self-acquired. She was defeated in this attempt, and 
afterwards "being reconciled to her sen, although not to 
his errors, she died in the performance of menial services 
in the temple of Juggunnath in Orissa to which she 
voluntarily subjected herself as a penance. 

Educated under such personal, domestic, and social 
influences, Rammohun Hoy's powerful mind burst 
asunder the bands of pride and prejudice, interest and 
ambition, and early perceiving the withering anddej^rad- 
ing eifects of idolatry, he sought vdth a bold but skilful 
hand to overthrow the spiritual tyranny of which his 
countrymen are the victims. The Koran of Mohammad 
and the communications he held wiih Musalmans first 
threw a flood of light on his mind, hut Mohammadanism 
exists in India under two forms ; one very corrupt, and 
the other more pure, and attaching himself to the latter, 
he was amongst them also made an object of persecu- 
tion. Prom this, he took refuge in Calcutta, where he 
associated largely with Europeauh. generally of compre- 
hensive and enlightened minds, whose communications 
probably tended still further to expand his views, and 
to open up to him the duty and the prospect of awaken- 
ing: and cnlishteriini; his Hindoo coiintrrLiien. 

The means that he employed for this purpose will 
admit on the present occasion to be but barely men- 
tioned, without extended illustration. He revived a 
comparatively pure forni of Uin Jo >isni well known in 
th^' West and South of India, but wlii .-h had long 
become nearly extinct in BcngaL From this vantage 
ground, undur the protection* of niimy of the weightiest 
and most ancient Hindoo authorities, he was able to 
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direct many a vigouroiis attack against the strongholds 
of modem Hindooism. Of the Veds, the most sacred books 
of the Hindoos, he republished in the original text, and 
with vernacnlar translations and comments, several (rf 
those portions most remarkable for the elevation, piirity 
and devotional character of their contents, and consti- 
tuting the source from which the ancient and puxe form 
of Hindooism drawjs its proofe and authorities. He 
republished also several of the works of Sankardch^rya, 
an ancient and celebrated Hindoo Reformer, besides 
several other ancient Hindoo writings, tending to 
promote the pure worship of God, and to shake Brah- 
manical authority. He formed the small but inLolligent 
body of Hindoos who gradually started around him 
into a religious society* which held regular meetings 
for worship at whicli he himself often presided, and for 
which he composed a collection of devotional hymns,t 
as well as a series of discourses or sermons that were 
delivered b^ the learned assistants in attendance. His 
public J*tions called forth the opposition of learned 
Brahmans tlirough the press both in Calcutta and at 
Madras, and he promptly met in the field of argument 
the supporters of Idolatry in both quarters of the country 
and effectually silenced them. His most valuable con- 
troversial publication, however, is one, not directed 
against any individual adversary, but against the entire 
systeifi of iliDtln idolatry, which he analyzes, rorates, 
and oxpobos with a cogency of reasoning based o^ a 
thorough acquaintance with the highest authorities, 

and with the actual condition of the Hindoo religion^ 
> ■ - ' ■ 

* The Br&bma Sabhd now called the Adi Brahma Samaj.- -Editor* - - ' 

t These are favorites now a dajs even with the orthodox Hindos,— ^iitor. 
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and enforced by a keenness t)f satire judiciously address- 
ed to. the known susceptibility of bis count rynaen to 
ridicule.* Rammohun Roy did not merely seek to 
overthrow : • he also endeavored to build up. Nor was 
ho content to build only on the foundation of the Vcds : 
he made his countrymen acquainted with the heavenly 
teachings of Jesus Christ, which he selected from the 
gospels, and published for the benefit of his followers, 
as a means of leading them to a holier and more 
spiritual morality than that which their own writings 
inculcated.t His selection of the precepts of Jesus for 
publication with this view was by no means intended 
to cast any disparagement on the remaining portions; 
of the gospels ; for about the same time he zealously 
engaged with two Missionaries^ in a design to translate 
the whole four gospels into Bengalee. 

The effects of Rammohun R.oy*s labours in this 
department, on the moral and religious character of the 

Hindoos of Iionsra.1 cannot be fullr estiinatccl bv anv 

^ » « t' 

external appearance which they may present, because 
his friends and followers, unlike converts to Christianitj-, 
instead of stiinding apart fromllindoos, aud nindooism, 
have remained amongst them, and within its pale, and 
are endeavouring gradually to impregnate the whole of 
Hindoo society with their views. My opinion is that 



♦ The author here probaHy refers to the {n^U i:.<^^ » i.JiUid t'ui PauttaUk 
prabodha, the authorship of which had been screened by a pseudonym.— JS'tit^or. 

■9 

t The original publication in Bengali not having been procurable, a fresh 
translation in*o that language was niado by the pre«scnt E«lilor, and j ablishvd, 
at the cost of the Revd. C. U. A. Dan, in IH^d.-lUdilur, 

t Vide addenda ^-JS'c/Z/or. 
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the system of Hindoo idolatry can scarcely yet be said 
to 1)6 shaken by any of the direct religious influences 
employed for that purpose in Bengal ; but I am at the 
, same time convinced that the only serious shock that 
it has sustained is not that which has proceeded from 
foreigners from without, but that which has proceeded 
from within, from Rammohun Koy and his adherents, 
who alone possess ihe qualifications that can enable 
relisfious reformers to address alike the cultivated 
intellect and the popular sentiment of native Society. 

2. When Rammohun Roy's mind was fully opened 
to a perception of the evils of idolatry, one of the most 

.< *liorrible and appalling forms of the superstition? prevail- 
ing among his countrymen was the burning of widows 

^ on the funeral piles of their deceased husbands. This 
practice eirly arrested his attention, excited his com- 
passion, his indignation, and his shame, and called forth 
Ms most anxious and unwearied exertions for its aboli- 
tion. To show you in connection with this subject the 
extent ol" the service which he rendered to the cause of 
humanity , I must go into some details in explanation 
of the practice.* 

"" The (condition of the female sex in India Is mo^t 

degraded* In youth, they are denied the benefit of 
instruction ; in marriage, they are the menial servants 
of their husbands ; and in widowhood, they were expect- 
ed t'> show tlv'if (If^votion to their deceased lords by sub' 
iiiittii\i; to the }M^st piiiriful death. The husband of the 
woman who should consent thus to sacrifice herself even 



' Vido addenda.*— jff(/t7or. 
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although he may bave been guilty of the mupder of a 
brail man, the Tory acme of human guilt, or of soaj 
inf'Tior crime, has his sins expiated and is saved from 
hell by her act ; her husband's, her father^s, and her 
mother's projrenitors are all beatified, and she herself is 
delivered in a future birth from the dejriadation of the 
female form. If she clings to life, a life of austerity, 
of selfdenial, and of subjection, is her portion. The hard- 
ship? imposed on Hindoo widows of pure caste are so 
severe and degrading that women of high spirit often 
preferred the funeral pUc, while others submitted with 
patience and acted as menial servants to the female 
rHntivos of th.cir late husbands decked in the ornaments 
oi wliicii tl\py had been deprived: and others, at once to 
preserve life and to escape this harsh and contumelious 
treatment, renounced the restraints of caste and modesty, 
and sunk to the lowest depths of female degradation. 
The extent to which human life was annuallv sacrificed 
mny be estimated from the returns made by the police 
to ih^^ Dtngal Governnicnt for a single year. Those 
returns show that in the year 1823, the number of 
widows who burned on the funeral piles of their hus- 
l)r:ids V. ithin the B(?nga1 Prefadenoy, was of the Brah- 
jnan Caste 231, of the Khatree Caste 35, of the Vaisya 
Caste M, of the Sudra Caste 292, total 575. Of this 
totnl, 310 widows thus perished within the limits of the 
Calcutta Court of Circuit, wliich shows tliat th(3 returns 
were , given ' with aecuracy only for the iinmodiato 
neighbourhood of Calcutta, and suggests the inference 
that th(^ number sacrificd bc\vond that limit was much 
greater than that actually reported; besides that, tho 
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return^ profess to extend only to the Bengal Presidency, 
leaving entirely out of view the two other Indian 
PrcsidencieB, where, although the practice was certainly 
not so prevalent as in Bengal, it was by no means 
whollv TinkjiowTL The ni^es of the different individuals 
are also included in the returns to which I have refert-ed, 
and they exhibit another feature of this horrible picture. 
Of the 575 victims of 1823, 109 were above sixty years 
of age; 226 were from forty to sixty; 208 wore from 
twenty to forty, and 32 were under twenty years of age. 
Thus the tenderness and the beauty of youth, the 
ripened years and affection of the venerable matron, and 
the feehleness and decrepitude oC old age nlilvo ft^U 
victims. I have not in my possession at this time the 
official returns for any other year than that which I 
have «:uDted, but I have no reason to suppose that those 
of any other year, if they were within my reach, would 
exhibit a less number of victims. I believe that I speak 
strictlv within the bounds of truth, when I assert, that 
at least from five to six hundred were annually sacri- 
ficed, and occurring as these atrocities did from day to 
day, and in the open face of day, there must have been 
i)x: an average aV)out two sutVii n'i?:vders perpetrates every 
day under the very e)^e of the British Government and 
its public functionaries, ever since the British obtained 
the sovereign power in Bengal in 1765. 

"Without previous i^xpericnco, no one could have 
supposed that a Govcrmncnt calling itself ci<vilized 
would have so long tolerated such an enormity; but 
in the early stages of British power in India, conscious 
weakness dictated prudence and stifled the voice of 
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humamty. Travellers in India recorded the facts of 
these widow burnings, but no one had the courage to 
protest against the toleration of such crimes, as far as 
1 am aware, until JDr. Johns, an able and intelligent 
Baptist Missionary, published a pamphlet on the subject 
The ai'.swcr to his appeal was, Do you mean to overthrow 
the British Government in India by interfering with the 
religion of the natives ? The reply was, Do you, a 
British, a civilized Government, mean any longer to 
tolerate deliberate and systematized murders perpetrated 
under the cloak of religion ? The appeal was in vain. 
Other Missionaries seem to have been afraid to raise 
their voice against the practice, since that would have 
been to raise their voice against the Government, at 
whose pleasure they might legally be instantly deported 
from the country, as Dr. Johns actually was, altliough. 
for another reason. With few exceptions, the public 
functionaries including the highest, the most learned, 
and the most religious, counselled the toleration of the 
practice, on th(^ plea that the British were bound not to 
interfere with the religion of the natives, and in the 
distant hope that the progress of education and general 
onlightcniiiont would gradually put an end to it. Such 
was the state of public opinion on this subject amongst 
Europeans in India, when Rammohim Roy arose, 
himself a native and thoroughly acquainted with all tho 
details of the pmctice, and the motives of the perpetra- 
tors ^- a learned native and intimat(^ly conversant with 
the sacred authorities on which it was made to rest. In 
a series of publications, wh^'i^h were extensively circulat- 
ed both in India and in England, and in India, both in 



{ 14 ) 

English and Bengalee, i. <:. for the information and con- 
viction both of English rulers, and .native suhjects, he 
exposed thr villanies that were practised imd tolerated 
-r under the name of religion. He showed that it was to 
obtain possessian of the property to whicTi the widow 
was legally entitled that her death was sought, and that 
the officiating hrahmans, the instruments whose authori- 
ty was emplo/ed .to obtain the consent of the widows, 
were sharers of the spoiL He showed that the consent 
was often wrung from her while she was in the paroxysm 
of grief for the loss of a beloved husband, or in the 
delirium of intoxication produced by herbs purposely 
administered to her, or under the exhuiistion of inani- 
tion irom want of food purposely withheld, and consent 
once obtained was irrevocable. He showed the illegality 
of the practice of binding down the victim with 
i-opes vu the pile which prevented her escape, instead of 
being permitted in -a state of freedom to enter the 
flames as a voluntary sacrifice which Hindoo law 
requires. He showed that the highest authorities of the 
Hindoo religion instead of rendering it imperative on 
widows, as idolatrous T)rahmans alleged, to burn in the 
fun(*ral pi-is of their husbands, left it optional to ^liom 
to do so, or to lead a virtuous life and even gave tho 
highest honor to the latter alternative. His arguments 
on these and other coUateral.topics were irresistible and 
pul»lic opinion in the European community gnulually 
rlianged, until at last, an energetic and ^benevolent ]}oh\Q 
man, Lord William Bentinc^ was senlT to exercise the 
powers of Government in India, about 10 years agp^ and 
he, in consultation with Rammohun Roy and other 
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friends of humanity, but not 'witliout' much opposilicm 
and' many forebodings from some of bis own country- 
men belonging to a class who are the friends of every 
abuse^ because they are^the enemies of all change, JB.nally 
proliibited and abolished the murderous rite through- 
out tlie whole extent of the British dominions in India.* 
It is still practised in some natire states^ contrary to £he 
earnest reclamations of the British Government ; but 
tliroughout the British dominions^ it has not only been 
prohibited under the severest penalties, but I am happy 
to add that it has been eflfectually suppressed, and tlie 
suppression submitted to without a murmur, except in 
tiio form of one or two petitions from interested 
brahmans v/ho had the audacity to solicit permission to 
continue with impunity to imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their innocent couritrywomen.t The abolition 
of these inhuman sacrifices was a great triumph to the 
cause of humanity, aud for his bold, fearless, unflinching 
exertions in this cause, Rammohun Roy's name deserves .- 
to be held in everlasting remembrance. "; . 

3. Although in a case like this in which the rii^hts:^«^. 
and obligations of humanity were openly trampled on 
a.) 'J Tiolited, Rammohun Ro)- was unwilling tolBavethe 
redress of the evil to the slow operations of a progressive 
civilization and of more enlightened sentiments arising 
from improved ed ucatio n, he was by no means insensible 
to the vaTue^and i mpor tanoe of education ns a means of 
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♦ Regnlation XVII of 1829, Bengal Code.— JFi/Zor. 

t It would have been of some senice at the present Oay to have ^kuo\7ii 
who these pious Brahmans were. — £dUof, ' - ■ 
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eleyatiiur thtj character and purifying the manners of 
his countrymen. I shall briefly advert to his most 
prominent exertions in the c^iuse of education. In July 
_ 1823, in conformity with a provision contained in an 
-Act of the Imperial Parliament, a General Committee 
of Public Instruction was constituted in Calcutta by the 
Government of India, for the promotion of the education 
of the natives. This Committee was composed exclu> 
sively of men holding high official employments, without 
jjaving any practical experience in the business of 
education ; or of men distinguished for their intimate 
acquaintance with the recondite learning of the Hindus 
and MusalniauB. These gentlemen, not unnaturally 
gave too partial an attention to the promotion of that 
sort of learning in which they were themselves adepts, 
without much reference to its practical utility or to the 
wants of the millions, who were and are destitute of the 
\^ry elements of knowledge. Rammohun Hoy early saw 
the devious path in which the Committee was treading, 
and in the name of his countrymen, early in 1823^ 
addressed an able and spirited remonstrance to the 
Government of Lord Amherst, then Governor General 
of British India. E^tensivoly conversant himself with 
native learning, he earnestly protested against the 
almost exclusive appropriation of the educational fund 
I to the mere encouragement of the study of its gramma- 
! tical niceties, its mctaphysicnl distinctions, its mystical 
• philosop1)y, Olid its ceremonial theology, pouring con- 
tempt, in no measured termg, even on the Vedant system 
doctrines, of which he has been mistakenly deemed 
a' special advocate, as being abstruse in its speculations 
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and unnatural in itsiendencies^ mfl solidting coi "Ij^bS 
of the Hindoo people, a more liberal and enligliteneA 
sjstcm of instructiony embradng mathematics/^aioiai 
pIiQosopliy^ chemistry f anatomy^ and other tiseM 
sciences. This document was handed over to the Educa- 
tion Committee, and by the Secretary of that body, 
a profound but self-sufficient oriental scholar^* was 
answered with a few contemptuous remarks, as if the 
d.'ilibcrato sf;nliments of such a man as Kammohun Hoy 
could be put down with a sneer. His opinions were 
published to the world, and continued with other causes 
to work on the minds of the community, until the return 
t^ Europe of the oriental scholar aboTo referred to, who 
was the primum mobile, of the Committees' operations, 
when the Committee was displaced and their system 
ar.riiuloned. At this moment, the very branches of 
education which Rammohun Hoy recommended are 
actively and ably taught in the Government Colleges 
in India, although with too exclusive a use of the 
English language to the neglect of the vernacular dia- 
lects, the languages of the ignorant many — ^a neglect 
which he would never have approved. 

It was not to the: efFectinff of tliiL inmortant chancre 
that he limited his educational exertions. He built^"^ 
schoolhouses, and established schools in which useful 
knowledge was gratuitously taught through the medium 
lM>th of the English and native languages. Ho gavii 
ai Jcnt . and most zealous support to the mi'sionaric. of 
the Scottish Presbyterian Church in establishing id 
Calcutta a seminary in whi<!h Christian as well a& 

♦ Vide Addenda. -J&rfiVor/ • * 



jgeneral Imowledge, is daily and gratuitously /iaugiit lo 
JELvie or ^ iiundred native youths by missionary instrucv 
4;ar8:; and following Ms example, one of his wealthiest 
'&iends and adherents gave still more liberal pecuniary 
encouragement to a similar fichool established by the 
jsame missionaries in the interior of the Jessore J)istrict 
.on Bengal No one saw more distinctly than Kammohun 
!Koy ihe importance of cultivating th e ve rnacular 
lan^aofe of his countrymen as the inosl"%10rectual 
Jdredlamof conveying instruction to them, ^nd of influ- 
encing their sentiments, principles, and conduct ; and in 
consequence all his most important controversial 
writings have appeared not only in Sanscrit for the 
information of the learned and in English for the infor- 
mation of foreigners, but in Bengali also^ that the body 
of the people mijrht be enlightened. In this, he showed 
tne just and accurate view which he took of the means 
of influencing the minds of a whole people and his 
superiority to the prejudies\ of his learned countrymen 
T\'ho disdain to compose their works, except in Sanscrit.; 
and look down upon their mother-tongue with contempt 
as unworthy to be employed for the communication of 
tiiOwle'"!re. RamTnolmn Ilo\'6 writin^ri- iri Tienirali are 
models of composition, a necessary eflFect of his compre- 
hensive and logical mind, and correct and manly taste. 
It was not only in this indirect and accidental way that 
lie cOii^2:hi to improve his native idiom, he also wroto 
an! i)uhlishcd a crrammMr of the Bengali language, 
•which, although several grammars -of that tongue have 
been written by Europeans,- is the only ono. worthy of 
the name ; and he has thus by the example h^ set in his 
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own mxjlf ifarious native compositionE, and Tjy tne theo- 
retical rules whicli lie lias laid down in Ins gxammar, 
cozitiibuted to rescue from contempt and neglect^ and 
bring into deserved repute, a language possessing very 
ricli materials^ spoken by twenty-five millions* of human 
beings, and destined to be the medium of communica- 
tion on all th5 subjects of literature and science^ 
philosophy, and religion interesting to fi people in a 
state of progressive civilization. 

4. I should be doinp; injustice to the memory oT~' 
Vi ammohun Roy, if I were to conclude without advert- 
ing to the deep interest which he took in the progress of 
i^ood irovcrmnent throughout the world. His inquiries 
respectiug this couutryl were frequent, earnest, and 
minute ; and as far as he knew or understood, he 
uumired its institutions, and loved and respected its 
people. When information reached Calcutta of the 
insurrection of the Isla do Leon in 1821^ and of the con- 
sequent establishment of constitutional government in 
Spain, he gave a public dinner in the town hall of 
Calcutta, in honor of the auspicious event. Within 
the period of ray o^vn acquaintance with him, I well 
recollect IhK eiu]iusi?jsm with which he heard of the 
similar temporary establishment of constitutional 
government in Portugal, and the fervent good wishes 
with which ho watched the struggle of Greece against 
Turkish power. The French Kc volution of 1830 was 
another of those events that L>'ave him very hii:'h satisfac- 
tion. Connected as India is with England, it was 
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jotatoral that lie should share la the imxieties of British . 
pcSiHc^^ narrowly watch the JBuctoations af 'British 
jparti^ and e&deavour to trace the oauses aad conse- 
qaenoa% of the success or failure of great public ques- 
tions. The repeal of the Test and ODrpomtiou Acts, 
the renioTal of Catholic disabilities, the accession of the 
"Whigs to power in 1830, and the Introduction and 
success of the B^eform Bill which occurred whilst he 
was in England — all of these were subjects which 
attracted and fixed his most earnest attention, and called 
forth his ardent wishes, and in the case of the Bioform 
Bill, his most active exertions. 

But it was the politics of British India that he best 
nnd or stood, nnd in which his exertions wei-c most usefaL 
He established and conducted two native newspapers, 
one in Persian, and the other in Bengali,* and made 
liiciLa the medliiiii of conveymg much valuable jpoHtical 
information to his countrymen. The freedom of the 
press was not enjoyed in his days in India, but the 
ultimnU'l} ?uceesi:-ful efforts made to acquire the liberty 
of unlicensed printing received his most determined 
support, although he thereby subjected himself to the 
frown of rank and office and power. A learned Chief 
Jui>tice of Bengal, Sir Charles Grey t attacked, by one 
of his decisions on tfie !Bench, tKeTlaw of inheritance 
hitherto in force in the province of Bengal, and declared 
every disposition by a father of. his ancestral real 
property, without the sanction of his sons and grand- 
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sons, to be null and roicL Bammohnn ' Hoy Fortliwith 
appeared to tlie rescue^ and published an elaborate 
essay on the Eights of Hindus over ancestral property^ 
according to the Law of Bengal, in which by ^ masterl V 
and admirably ri^soned legal argument, he showed thaji 
the decision in question, if not reversed, would be not 
merely a retrogression in the social institutions of thp 
Hindu commxuiity of Bengal, mischievous in disturbing 
the validity of existing title to property and of contracts 
founded on the received interpretation of the law, but 
a violation of the charter of justice, by which the 
administration .of the existing law of the people in such 
matters, is secured to the inhabitants of India. The 
decision was reversed by the highest court of appeal* 
and the people of Bengal continue to enjoy their proper 
law of inheritance inviolate. In another instance, the 
Executive Government of India jpassed a Jlegulation in 
1828 authorizing its Bevenue Officers to disposseas.the 
lroiaefs15r"'fentfree lands at their own discretion, with- 
ouf anyTudicial ^Scree having been sought or obtained 
against the validity of the title to such lands* Bam- 
mohun Roy instantly placed himself at the head of the 
native land-holders of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and 
in a petition of remonstance to Lord William Bentinck, 
Governor General, protested against such arbitrary and 
despotic proceedings. The appeal was unsuccessful in 
India, was carried to England, and was there also made 
in vain ; and at the present moment, if there is one cause 
more ' than another producing hatred and disaffection to 
the British Governnaent in Ipdia, ; it is this measure, 
against whichi llammolmn Roy, both in India and 
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England, raised 'His powerful and warning voice on beT 
Jialf of his countrymen wliom he loved, and on behalf of 
i;hc British Government to which he 'wm in lieart 
attached, and for whose honor and stability he was 
sincerely concerned. I will mention only one other 
direction which he gave to his political labours on 
benalf of his cout-trymen. While he was in England, 
the discussions preliminary to the removal of the East 
India Company's lease of India for another period of 
twenty years were in progress. In those discui- ^ions, 
Kanimolnm Roy warmly engaged ; he was consulted by 
the British Ministers of the day; his evidence was given 
before Parliamentary Committees; and thai; evidence 
war. ^^nibodieti with &ome valuable additions in an Ex- 
pjdkion of the Bevenue and Judicial systems of India, 
whieli he ])ul)lished in England and which received 
Xi: . h uitonljou Some of the judicious reforms which 
he suggested in that publication have been, and others 
deserve to be, adopted. 

In the j.iirsuit of various objects which I have 
aticmpTcd to Uf**5cribc — religions, philanthropic, educa- 
Itional, una political — he was, he would be, free, un- 
isha'Aied, and independent. If I may speak of my own 
ex[ .'icL'::; ol hanian life and observation of human 
/ teharacter, I would say that I was nevermore thorough- 
U ly, deeply, and constantly impressed than when in the 
I^MvsonO'3 of Rammohim Roy, and in friendly and conft- 
*.i :';ijl convv; ^c with hiui, that I was in the presence of 
!a i.v.ui of liuLuial and inherent genius, of "powerful 
(understanding, and of determined will, a will determined- 
[with singular energy and uncontrollable selfdirectioh 
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to loft}' and generous purposes. He seemed ioifee^ toj ^: 
think, to speaks to act, as if he oonid not but do4ill Hiifl | > 
and that lie must and could .do it only in and from anfl | 
through himself, and that the application of any external \ 
influence, distinct from his own strong -will, would he | 
the annihilation of his being and identity. He would be 
free, or not he at alL He must breathe an atmosphere 
of freedom, and not finding one readymade to hisliand, . 
he made one for himseli He felt with the old English 
j'C-et, 

My mind to me a kikgdom is, 
and from this free domain, he unweariedly directed 
liis nttacks ajjainst those systems of spiritual, social, and 
poliijcai oppreesion of which by the necessity of circum- 
Etarcos he was part and parcel, either as actor or sufferer, 
as priest or victim : and most earnestly — to his high honor 
bo it spoken — against that system of spiritual and social 
tyranny which conferred on himself peculiar -and invidi- 
ous and pernicious distinctions-r-and privileges. Love of 
ircedom was }>erhaps the strongest passion of his soul — 
freedom not of the body merely, but of the mind — free- 
dom not of action merely, but of thooght. Almost 
ijistin^ilively he tore away and trampled under foot the 
letters which the religion of his own people, the usages 
of his own country, his family, descent, and his personal 
position, had irnposed. If obstacles arose in his path, 
he fearlessly, overturned them. Tf an attack was made 
even by implication' merely, on his uieulal freedom, he 
resisted it vrith an irrepressible sense of deep injury and 
insult. In illustration of thi^ feature of his character, 
I. shall mention a single incident. He was personally 
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^ iMjuamted wifb Dc liiddleton, fte ^rst Bishop of 
Calcutta, Twrlio naturally eniieaTOTired 4o t5onveit "Mm to 
Chnadanitys l)ut not conteat withi/lie asual arsruments 

* -^idcawiL from the truth, and excellence of our xeligion, Tiei 
presented the inducement, at least as Rammohun Roy 
understood him, of the honor and repute, the inimence 
-and ihe usefulness he would acquire by becoming the 
4aipo5fl.e of India, the first ^eat promulgator of the 
Christian doctrine to his countrymen. I think it quite 
probable that the bishop may have merely expressed the 
pious but inconsiderate wish that Kammohun Roy 
mi^ht become the apostle and promulgator of CJhristian 
truth in India, without meaning to offer a worldly 
motive which just so far as it influenced his mind, would 
have rendered the desired conversion worthless. But 
Rammohun Rov did not so understand it: and in relat- 
iag the circumstance io me, spoke in language and with 
the feelings of bitter indigation that be should have 
been deemed capable of being, influenced by such a 
consideraiion or by any consideration but the love of 
truth and goodness. I donot recollect that he informed 
Tue what answer he made to the bishop, but he stated 
thai }»eb?ic: nexcr afterwards visited him. He fdt a? if 
the pure and unsullied integrity of his mind, his per- 
sonal honour, and independence had beeii assailed b;^, 
the presentation to him of a low^ and unworthy motive 
and he resented accordingly. - -• ' • 

This tenacity of personal independence,' this ^sensi- 
tive jealousy of the slightest approach toA an encroach^ 
mont on his mental freedom was accompanied with a very 
nice perception of the equal' rights of dlhers; • ercn of 
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lliORe '^vliG dlfiercd most ividoly Trom him in reUgion Anfl' 
poliiics, and still more rcmarkubly even of those wbom 
the lawB of nature and of society sabjccted to his-nndia* 
puted control He employed no direct means, no argo^i 
ini nt^oranthority, no exjiostulation or entreat^' to'tnm 
liis .son^ from the idolatrous practices and belief, in 
which they had been educated by the female meuibers 
oi' liLs family and by the brahman priests whom they 
consulted and followed. Ho g^avethcm a good education; 
by his personal demo^nour, secured a pLice in their es- 
teem and affection ; set thein an example in his life and 
uriiings; and then left them to the influence of idola- 
trous associotions on the one hand, and to the unfettered 
exercise of their reason on the other. His eldest son,* 
the hope of his heart, for some time after attaining 
nature age, continued an idolater ; but before his 
lather s death, with his younger brotherf , abandoned the 
superstition of the country,* and zealously cooperated 
with his father: thus am])ly rewarding r»ammohun Roy 
for his enlightened confidence in the flower of truth 
and lor his self-denviuf? recosruition of tiie mental free- 
dom even of h»s own children. 

The love of freedom, so sfrikirigly ••harr'C'terisric of 
the man, so strikmgly uncharacteristic of the abject 
people, { the natives of Bengal, of whom he was one; 
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"aidt ^* w?12t irregular, .inolent/and flesfxuclive ira- 

»iip^ jjr-*~- -^t ^^8^ a jatioaal cortvictioit^pnn^ng .&bxa Ms 
^^>^djtf in the noble purposes -wliicli a Trdl-regiilated and 
r;^ wstf-Tje^^ conferring on tlio 

^ ■ individual and on i;ociety. He did not seek to limit tlie 
enjoyment of it to any class, or colour, or race, or nation, 
^ • cnrreDgion. nis sympatWes embraced aiil inankind ; bat 
3ic never lost sight of the moral .and social purposes 
Trhich are the ends of liberty, and when he Jooked round 
en his countrymen, lie isaw that they were incaj)ablc of 
appreciating and enjoying it to its full extent. They 
were capable of appreciating more than they enjoyed, 
fincl ths'' he- cl filmed for thoin, and in T)art obtnlncd. 
They ^ere not capable of appreciating much that he 
bimseir 'U'as (capable of enjoying, -and that he claimed 
.ueitli^r for hiiiis?lf nor for them. He saw — a man of 
his acute mind and local knowledge could not but see- 
the selfish, cruel, and almost insane errors of the English 
in crorernin^r India, but he also saw that their sts* em of 
(vovcn-riicnt aufl policy had redeeming qualities not to 
be found in the native governments. "Without seeking 
to destro}', therefore, his object was to reform and im- 
. ivt. T':e ^■' icni of forcigr. govornnieut to which his 
native country had become subject; and without stimu^ 
• . lating his couatrymen to discontent or disaffection, his 
endeavour was by teaching them a pure religion, and 
pvomotin;^ among them an enlightened education to 
rj;LulIiy IhtMu f'»r the enjoyment of more extensive civil 
and political franchises than they yet possessed. Ho 
' ■ ;.dn\ittcd that his countrymen were unfit for national 
independence, incapable of self-goyernmcnt, and he join- 
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od with some noble-miudcd^ fisir-seSng EnglisliTnen 
have expressed the opinion that the wisest and moift;^ 
honourable coarse, the justest and most humane^ winA;'^ 
Eiiglaiid can pnrsue towards India is, by education «aift^ ' 

1 'V a gradual development of the principle of civil and 
})o]iti<:aI liberty in the public institutions she establishes 
and sfinclions, to prepare the natives ultimately to take 
the government of their own country into their own 
hfinds. To t^oupcratc in bringing about snch a result, 
was one of llamraohuu Hoy's unceasing aims; but thosQ 
who sow the seed, are j}ot always those who reap the 
harvest, or enjoy its fruit. In this case, there was nq 
cli>'jppolntmoni, for the change must he the work of 
i-encrations, if not centiuries. But 1 h a.e and trust 
thai the time will come when the native^ of India will 
e^irstitut^' an enlight'iied and independent nation of 
free-, self-governed men ; and I venture to predict tliat 
the name of Rammohun Roy will not then be for<jotten. 
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1 agfi i). * Re zooJooslj engaged -with two IVIiRFifmariefi ' Ac. The two \ 

\ MihsionarieR '^'ere, Williain Tatetj and Williaau Adam. Mr. | 

Y-ra t<w>l- oflTd^^oe, and Xi-illidr^v f^oui tlit connection.— j 
Author {}st Jar iry IS 78). 

P. 10 With reference to the burning of ITindn widows on the 
I funeral pyre? of \\\'Ar doceaseil hnKlwinds, Mr. Montgoiaerv ! 

j "Martin (X.isM n- !.iii:i 7><*nf'.jL» l.S^S, vol. 2, \\. ]30> savK 

^ in Indiii ft jouriiid in foni- lauiuugtv, v.j.icli le*l t«» It^ safe and 

I immediate (H^asatian in l?'«y.' Tlif- passage speaks fot 

itself— V.'liior j ?- 

: }' 17 'A profound biit self -sufficient OrientiJ scholar* <fa;. *1^ 

rticol lection at this distance) of time is somewhat vague; hitt 

I I think it wns, not H. H. Wilson, bat J. C C. SutherlaiKi 

thr. >»i'ho^ of some well-known rransLt lions of law-l»ooktJ iroui '', 
ihc S;uiskrii — Auilior (1878). 

1\ 20. 'Two native newsjxipers,* &c. One of thpse was the Kaumud?' 
1 lieli(5vc ; of the other, I have noi been able to ogceitain flit* 
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